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Oregon's 19,8 acreage of spring planted field crops .is expected to exceed the 
1947 ‘acreage by about 5 per cent, according to March reports of farmers to the Crop 
Xeporting Service. Increases in grain acreage for Oregon are expected as follows: 
Barley acreage is expected to increase 21 per cent; spring wheat, 18 per cent; oats, 
1 per cent; and corn, 18 per cent. Washington and Idaho farmers are also planning 
Substantial increases in acreage of barley and oats. Idaho farmers expect to in-. 
crease spring wheat acreage 12 per cent while Washington farmers expect to decrease 


spring wheat acreage 19 per cent.: 
Acreage of potatoes is expected to increase 20 per cent in Oregon, 21 per cent 
in Washington and 8 per cent in Idaho. : 
4 decrease in all hey acreage. is exvected: for 1948. Indications are for a 2 
per cent decrease in Oregon and a l per- cent decrease in Washington and Idaho. 


Further expansion is indicated in flex secd acreage with Oregon formers planning an increase 
of 88 per cent to 15,000 acres and California farners planning a 5° per cent increase to 190,000 
acres for harvest. -Thé acreage of dry edible pers intended in Oregon is down 20 per cent for 1948 
and is expected to be down 14 ver cont in Idaho and 5 ver cent ‘in Washington, 

-Plans for spring planting in western Oregon have been delayed because of the unsettled 
weather and wet soil. On the whole, spring work has progressed well in eastern Oregon to date. 
Prospects for summer irrisstion in the southern and exstern parts of Oregon are generally less 
favorable than a year ago. Prospects for wheat production in the important mid-Columbia wheat 
counties continue unusually f-vorcble. The acreage actually planted to svring crops in 194 may 
turn out to be larger or smaller than. now indicated because of weather conditions, price changes, 
labor supply, the agricultural programs and the effect of this revort itself upon final plans to 
plant crops in 1948, The table which follows summrizes planting intentions in the three north- 
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UNITED STATES: Farmers expect to plant a larger total acreage of principal ih 
than in any of the past 3 seasons, if spring weather permits. Up 
to mid-March, spring had been slow to arrive and winter had held on in much of the 
country, delaying PEDSE Gunes work, particularly in the South. Growers plan to 
increase the total screage of feed grains over those they were able to plant last. 
year, to relieve the current feed shortage. Spring eye Geet of food grains will 
be relatively large, but not up to 1947 Stele Acreages of oilseeds may be smaller, 
for though more flax is planned; there will be less soybean and peanut acreage. 
Potatoes will be planted on a slightly larger acreage, but there will be less 
acreage in beans, peas: sugarbeets and tobacco. To permit increases elsewhere, 
hay meadows and pastures may be reduced and idle land put back into crops. Soil 
moisture supplies are adequate in practically all areas, except the far Southwest 
and California. Supplies of Panti hier and new machinery are improved and are not 
likely to be limiting factors in spring plantings. 


The total acreage of principal crops planted or grown in 1948 may exceed 361 
million acres, allowing for duplications and for certain crops not yet surveyed, — 
This exceeds by 3.2 million acres or nearly 1 per cent the 1917 total of sie 
358 million acres. With the exception of the wartime peaks in 1943 and 19 h obhe ¢ ins 
total is the largest since 1937. The largest acreage planted or grown was 3/5-l/2 
Million acres in 1932. Se 

Feed grains will be grown on about 5-1 million acres more than in 1947, if: 
present plans materialize, an increase of over 3 percent. The number of grain-_ 
consuming animal units on January 1-, 1948 was nearly 4 per cent less than a oar 
before, but carryover stocks from 1947 crops of feed grains are expected to be 
relatively small. 


The acreage devoted to food grains is likely to exceed that of last season by. 
avery slight margin. To a record winter wheat acreage may be. added a spring 
wheat acreage only slightly smaller than in 1947, to give a current planted acreage 
of all whea 
than last year, while rice acreage is expected to be only 1 per cent smaller, 

Winter wheat may have suffered some setback from the severe cold and storms of 
March 10-13 in the Great Plains area, but little actual loss of acreage is expected | 
to result, Total abandonment of winter wheat, however, is expected to be mu 
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INTENTIONS TO PLANT: UNITED STATES 
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a half-million acres more than last year. Rye acreage also is larger — ee 


